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This action is in response to the interview conducted on 09 March 2004, in which it was 
agreed to incorporate claim 6 into claim 1 


Examiner 9 s Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Attorney Aldo Test on 09 March 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In The Claims 

Please cancel claim 6. 


\ 


1. (currently amended) An electro-acoustic system for use with electronic sound- 
generating equipment, comprising: 

an earmold molded to conform to and frictionally fit in and supported by the external 
portion of a person's ear having a sound-conduction bore extending therethrough and directed 
into the ear canal; 

a sound-conducting connector having a tubing receiving section at one end and a latching 
section at the other end and a sound conducting tubular passage with the other [one] end of the 
connector latchablv connected to the sound conducting bore of the earmold so that the passage is 


>6 
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opposite the sound-conduction bore and said connector having an elbow configuration having the 
tubing receiving section [curved portion] adapted to extend along the person's head between the 
person's head and ear; 

a sound conduction tubing having one end coupled to the connector; 

a speaker acoustically coupled to the other end of the sound-conduction tube for 
conducting sound from the speaker to the connector and into the passage; 


wherein the internal diameter of the sound conducting tubing, said sound conducting 

connector and said sound conducting bore as the same therealong; 

an electrical cable having one end connected to the speaker for driving the speaker; and 
an electrical plug connected to another end of the electrical cable for electrical connection 

to an electronic sound-generating member. 


The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The instant application is deemed to be directed to a nonobvious improvement over the 
invention patented in Patent Number 2,573,132 (French), Patent Number 4,499,593 (Antle), and 
Patent Number 5,753,870 (Schlaegel). The improvement comprises a electro-acoustic system 
comprising an earmold; a sound-conducting connector having a tubing receiving section at one 
end and a latching section at the other end, wherein the connector has an elbow configuration 
having the tubing receiving section adapted to extend along the person's head between the 
person's head and ear; a sound conduction tubing; a speaker acoustically coupled to the other 
end of the sound-conduction tube for conducting sound form the speaker to the connector; and 
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electrical cable; and an electrical plug, as substantially described and connected with the other 
functional language recited in the claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phylesha L Dabney whose telephone number is 703-306-5415. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays 8:30-5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on 703-305-4708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 


Conclusion 


Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314, for formal communications intended for entry and for informal or 
draft communications, please label "Proposed" or "Draft" when submitting an informal 
amendment. 


Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA., Sixth 
Floor (Receptionist). 


(703) 306-0377, for customer service questions. 
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